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We recommend that building owners and the general public 
contact a certified consultant or inspector for water analysis. 
Consultants are able to give guidance on how to properly 
sample, which analytes are recommended to test for, how to 
interpret the results and what the next steps are if contamination 
is found. We do have a list of consultants for referrals, and 
would happy to provide you with their contact information. Please 
reach out to the Regional Account Manager in your area, and we refer 
a consultant to you: https://www.emlab.com/app/contact/Contact.po

Can I Bring in Damaged Building Materials and 
Drinking Water for Analysis?  “Using the average

rainfall over the state,
Florence dropped about
8.04 TRILLION gallons of

rain on NC,1” as
 unofficially reported by

The National Weather
Service, Raleigh.

Why are Water and Building Materials Tested?

Testing programs for mold, asbestos and bacteria may be necessary to verify the short and long term
safety of the air and water in your home or place of business after a natural disaster. After a hurricane,
tornado, and/or flood, there is typically excess moisture from standing water. This moisture then
contributes to the growth of mold and bacteria in buildings, which may pose a health risk for occupants
of the building. Buildings that have suffered wind damage may also be at risk for the inhalation of
asbestos from impacted building materials, such as broken tiles and disturbed insulation. Testing is then
used to confirm if building materials should be removed or cleaned prior to occupying a building after a
disaster. Lastly, rain-and floodwater may be contaminated with sewage material and/or provide
breeding grounds for bacteria following a natural disaster. Often, drinking water supplies are impacted
and may no longer be safe for consumption. Testing can range from screening for the presence of
sewage to the identification of bacteria, depending on the need. From this, you will be able to determine
if the water that is accessible to you is safe.

1National Weather Service Raleigh, Twitter verified account (2018, September 18). https://twitter.com/NWSRaleighstatus/1042003250881482752
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For more details on our services, please contact: 
(866) 888-6653 | info@emlabpk.com

How Can EMLab P&K Help?

With more than 30 years of experience in mold, fungi and bioaerosol analysis, EMLab P&K is a leading 
commercial indoor air quality (IAQ) laboratory. Our offerings include:

• Full range of analytical lab services.

• Nationwide network of service and drop-off locations across the United States, including Fort 
  Lauderdale, Florida and Houston, Texas. Both having experience during Hurricane Harvey and Irma 
  in 2017. 

• Extensive list of accreditations and certifi cations, including AIHA, NVLAP, and more.

• Free training webinars, with topics that include: Mold and Health Effects, the Interpretation of Fungal  
  Data, Sewage Contamination and Legionella risk management.

• Innovative tools that cannot be found elsewhere in the industry: exclusive reports, mobile apps, and
  registered products for IAQ professionals.

• Online store to purchase sampling supplies and equipment.


